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KEY QUESTION 1 

ABOUT THESE SOURCES 

IMG 1.1 'Execution of Louis XVI'
Louis XVI was decapitated by guillo ne at the Place de la Revolu on on 21 
January 1793 a er the Na onal Conven on had convicted him and 
condemned him to death by a majority vote. The Republic was proclaimed in 
1792. The Reign of Terror followed, from 1793–1794, when 16,000–40,000 
people were executed for being enemies of the revolu on.  
 
IMG 1.2 'Napoleon Crossing the Alps' 
 
IMG 1.3 'George, Prince Regent and Prince of Wales; later George IV' 
 
IMG 1.4 'The Plumb‐pudding in danger' 
One of James Gillray’s most famous sa res, showing Prime Minister William 
Pi  si ng opposite Napoleon Bonaparte. They tear at a globe, trying to take a 
bigger por on. Some common comical devices are present – Napoleon’s 
height and the size of his hat, as well as the red/blue of their uniforms.  
 
IMG 1.5 'Abstract of All the Material Parts of the Regency Bill.' The Times, 7 Feb 1789 
 
IMG  1.6 'France.' The Times, 4 Jul 1791 
 
IMG 1.7 The Morning Post, London, 22 Aug 1803 
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KEY QUESTION 2 

ABOUT THESE SOURCES 

IMG 2.1 Regent Street, from the Quadrant Metropolitan Improvements: 
London in the Nineteenth Century  
The Prince Regent was responsible for redesigning the layout of Regency 
London. He worked closely with the architect John Nash (1752–1835). The 
Prince put his name to these developments, among them Regent’s Park, 
Regent’s Canal and Regent Street. Regent Street was completed in 1825 and 
was an early example of town planning in England, as a straight boulevard as 
seen in French ci es. The road was planned to end outside Carlton House, the 
residence of the Prince Regent. Even at a me of great economic difficul es 
for the country, an Act of Parliament in 1813 permi ed commissioners to 
borrow £600,000 for its building and construc on. It was the first shopping area 
in Britain.  
 
IMG 2.2 Horse Guards Parade 
During the Napoleonic Wars, Horse Guards Parade was the headquarters of 
the Bri sh Army. To the west side it faces St James’s Park; to the east it faces 
Admiralty House and Whitehall.  
 
IMG 2.3 The Household Cavalry 
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KEY QUESTION 3 

ABOUT THESE SOURCES 

IMG  3.1 'Regency Fete or John Bull in the Conservatory' 
This party was ostensibly given in honour of the French royal family – the 
Bourbons – but was really a magnificent celebra on of the Prince’s assump on 
of the Regency. Two thousand guests were invited, and the doors of Carlton House 
were opened so the public could admire the grandeur. 
 
IMG 3.2 'A Voluptuary under the horrors of Diges on' 
Sourcebook Ac vity 5 will help students understand this print.  
The Prince of Wales, languid with reple on, leans back in an armchair, 
holding a fork to his mouth. He is surrounded by various objects represen ng 
his vices.  
 
IMG 3.3 'A View of the R‐G‐T’s Bomb' 
Print made by Charles Williams in 1816. The tle of this print is a play on 
words – the Prince Regent’s bomb was a mortar, a squat black cannon 
captured from the French during the ba le of Salamanca in 1812, which was 
installed in St James’s Park by order of the Prince Regent to commemorate the 
Bri sh victory in the Napoleonic Wars. In this print, the Prince looks onto the 
park, his rear end ('bum') domina ng the print, which that also shows his 'bomb'. 
 
IMG 3.4  'The Prince Regent’s Fete at Carlton House' 
 
IMG 3.5 'Scene before Carlton House or a last struggle to get in' 
 
IMG 3.6 Life Guard’s Helmet 
Sergeant Major Thomas Playford joined the 2nd Life Guards in 1810 and 
was discharged from service in 1834. His memoir contains the only wri en 
reference to Godley. 
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ABOUT THESE SOURCES 

These prints show fear of invasion, and mock Napoleon for not being able to 
invade the Bri sh Isles. Napoleon could not defeat the Bri sh navy. 

IMG  4.1 'Buonaparte’s Soliloquy '
Buonaparte looks longingly across the channel. In the distance, li le boats 
circle the English coast. Buonaparte was not able to invade England because 
he could not defeat the Bri sh navy.  
 
IMG 4.2 'Conversa on across the Water'; John Bull and Napoleon 
Napoleon says, 'Hollo you Jean Bull – take no ce I have got on my seven 
League Corsican Boots, that never fails me depend upon it I'll step across the 
water one of these days and pay you a visit Master Bull' 
 
IMG 4.3 'My ass in a band box' 
Napoleon says, 'me will make dat Jean Bull tremble now I found de Grand 
Conveyance'. Note how phone c spelling imitates the French accent. 
 
IMG 4.4 'Hope Step and Jump' – sa re on the fear of French invasion 
Napoleon hops, steps and jumps between mounds of land that read, in order, 
‐Corsica / France / Ambi on / Power / Calais / Dover. John Bull stands on the 
last stepping stone, where he runs a sword through Napoleon. Below him 
reads 'from Calais to Dover where li le John Bull does the Corsican over'. 
 
IMG 4.5 'John Bull making observa ons on the comet' 
The comet has the head of Napoloeon rushing towards the sun, the head of 
George III. Below them, in the channel, sea ships stretch along the horizon. 
John Bull  looks through a telescope and says: 'Aye – Aye – Master Comet – you 
may a empt your Periheliums – or your Devil heliums…[but] you'll never 
reach the Sun depend upon it'.  
 
ACT 4.1 Draw a mini‐comic ac vity 
 

KEY QUESTION 4 
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DRAW YOUR OWN MINI COMIC 

The drawings on this page show Kate 

Morton’s tutorial for drawing faces.  

The next page was used to trace 

par cular props/costumes rela ng to the L
Life Guards.  

Students were invited to draw with 

tracing paper first, later using paper

folded like an accordion into four panels

 to make their comic strip.   





 

KEY QUESTION 5 

ABOUT THESE SOURCES 

IMG 5.1 'The  Journey of a Modern Hero to the Island of Elba' 
This cartoon is a sa re on the exile of the French Emperor Napoleon to the 
island of Elba in 1814, a er his first defeat by the allied na ons. The broken 
sword undermines Napoleon as a ruler and a man, implying that he is 
impotent. The last verse of the poem reads ;A lesson to mortals, regarding 
my fall; He grasps at a shadow, by grasping at all. My course it is finish’d my 
race it is run, My career it is ended just where it begun. The Empire of 
France no more it is mine, Because I can’t keep it I freely resign.'
 
IMG 5.2 'John Bull in alarm; or Boney’s escape, and a second deliverance of 
Europe' 
Less than a year a er Napoleon was overthrown, he escaped from Elba and 
returned to France, taking control back from the Bourbon dynasty that the 
allied na ons had brought back to power a er Napoleon’s exile. 
  
IMG 5.3 Portrait of Arthur Wellesley, 1st Duke of Wellington 
 
IMG 5.4 Samuel Godley’s bravery 
This is the only depic on of Samuel Godley, by an unknown ar st, showing 
his ba le against a Frenchman a er he has been un‐horsed and his helmet 
has been knocked off.  
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KEY QUESTION 6 

ABOUT THESE SOURCES 

IMG  6.1 'The  Blessings of peace or, the curse of the Corn Bill' 
Four Bri sh aristocrats stand on the shore, shooing away Frenchmen in a 
small boat filled with sacks of corn. Some of the corn is being poured into 
the sea. One aristocrat says, 'We wont have it at any price – we are 
determined to keep up our own to 80s – & if the Poor can't buy at that 
price, why they must starve, we love money too well to lower our rents 
again, tho the Income Tax is taken off.' In the background, John Bull says, 
'No, No Masters, I'll not starve but quit My Na ve Country where the poor 
are crushed by those they labour to support, & re re to one more 
Hospitable, & where the Arts of the Rich do not interpose to defeat the 
providence of God.' 
 
IMG 6.2 'A Trial Between Right And Might, Or, The Enemies Of The Poor Man 
Short In Weight'
The female figure of Britannia stands at the middle of the scale. On one 
hand 'Cheap Bread', and in the other 'Timber'. The balancing arm of the scale 
reads 'The Public Opinion of Aristocracy'. 
 
IMG 6.3 'Celebra ons in Hyde Park' 
A Jubilee fair was held in 1814 a er Napoleon was exiled to Elba. It was a 
grand and costly affair, despite Britain’s economic troubles. The following 
year the Corn Bills were passed. 
 
IMG 6.4 The Morning Post, 18 July 1814 
 
IMG 6.5 The Morning Post, 09 March 1815 
 
IMG 6.6 Waterloo Bridge, 1817 
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KEY QUESTION 7 

ABOUT THESE SOURCES 

IMG  7.1 The funeral procession for the Duke of Wellington 
Wellington died in September 1852, aged 83. He was given a state 
funeral, which was watched by huge crowds. His funeral included a procession 
through London to St Paul’s Cathedral, where his body laid for people to pay 
their respects. The Chelsea Pensioners and the Household Cavalry 
par cipated.
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IMG 7.2 Skeleton of Napoleon Bonaparte’s horse Marengo 
Marengo was an Arab horse, which was purchased by Napoleon in 1799 and 
named a er his victory at the Ba le of Marengo in 1800. The horse was 
taken by the Bri sh a er Napoleon was defeated at the Ba le of Waterloo 
and sent into exile. This skeleton is now held at the Na onal Army Museum. 
  
IMG 7.3 Samuel Godley’s gravestone before the restora on 
 
IMG 7.4 Samuel Godley’s gravestone a er the restora on, with an 
informa on board installed beside it 
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